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Directions: Go to the website on the travels of Ibn Battuta. Read through the first four chapters of this website and answer the questions below.  For some of the questions you will have to consult sources (such as your textbook) outside the website.

1. What was Ibn Battuta’s original purpose for beginning his travels?
2.  Why do we have his travel journals?

3.  Where was he originally from? What two places did he intend on visiting?  Who went with him?

5.  Battuta also traveled to Tunis.  What was the importance of Tunis for Sub-Saharan Africa?  What religion was practiced there?  How do you know this?

6.  What does Battuta’s journal entries imply about family life and the role of women in the Arab speaking world?  Give an example of a place in the Islamic world where a very different view of women was held.

7.  In Alexandria Battuta met a Sufi.  What is Sufism? 

(Next page on the website)
8.  When Battuta visited Cairo, what Muslim Empire controlled both Egypt and Mecca?  What is the origin of this empire?

9.  Other than the Pligrimage to Mecca, what Pillar of Islam has benefited Battuta so far?  How?

(Next page on the website)
10.  As evidenced by Battuta’s travels in Palestine, what famous individuals are equally important to Christians, Jews and Muslims?
11.  Based on the photographs of Battuta’s travels, what architectural features do most Muslim Mosques have in common?

12.  What Muslim rituals did Battuta perform when he finally made it to Mecca?
(Next page on the website)
13.  What effect did the Mongol invasions have on Persia in the years prior to Battuta’s visit there?

14.  In what specific ways did the Sufis that Battuta met try to find God?

15.  Name two port cities Battuta visited on the east African coast.
16.  Based on Battuta’s observation of families in the east African port cities, explain how Islamic culture was disseminated in this part of the world?
17.  How did the dissemination of Islam take place in east Africa in regard to social classes and indigenous culture?

18.  What was Battuta’s attitude toward slavery?

19.  Why is Battuta’s journal of his visit to the African coast so important to historians today?
